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Last Sunday, May 8th, the school held the Class of 2016
Graduation and Annual Awards Ceremony.

The keynote speaker Ms. Jessica Li gave a passionate speech in the
ceremony. She was the founding principal of our Chinese School,
and her daughter Lindy Li is the first Chinese immiigrants running
for US Congress.

Audrey Ruan addressed the ceremony as the representative of the 11
graduating students. The graduates performed poetry readings and
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Dr. Henan Cheng, Principal

Southern Connecticut Chi-
nese School has been growing
steadily during the 2015-2016
Academic Year. Currently we
have a total of 555 students
from 40 towns. The number of
family has reached over 360.
High teaching quality, profes-
sional management, a wide
range of courses, nurturing
and safe environment,(page 3)
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(page 1: “SCCS 2015-2016 Academic year Review”) and

convenient location are the main factors to attract more stu-
dents and parents from both heritage and non-heritage background.
Needless to say, a diverse and multi-cultural environment makes our
community more vibrant, and provides a greater opportunity for our
students to broaden their horizon and open their minds. We hope that
more and more students and parents with diverse backgrounds can
join our school and enrich our community in the future.

We would like to highlight some of the priorities and accomplish-
ments of the school during the 2015-16 academic year:

o
°n

Maintaining high teaching and learning quality has always
been the top priority of the school. This year we continue to
improve teaching quality by establishing higher standards
and offering stronger support to Chinese language teachers
through professional development, mentoring, and peer-
learning. The school provides various internal and external
training opportunities for the teachers, such as internal
workshop, informal summer “education salons”, and re-
gional conference on Chinese language teaching (please see
more details in Provost Liang’s report).

In order to engage students to participate more actively
in class, we try to incorporate culture elements such as
Chinese history, geography and philosophy into language

learning. Our teachers have designed a number of fun and hand-on projects to allow students to apply their knowledge about China
and Chinese language and culture into these projects. The school has hosted periodical poster sessions so that students from differ-
ent grades can learn from each other. During the spring semester, we also invited guest speaker from Columbia University to discuss
with the 9% and 10" students about the history of Chinese festivals and traditional cuisines. Through these educational events, our
students are able to learn about language and culture from a more holistic perspective, which in turn can enhance their interest and

overall experience of learning Chinese.

o,
*

Another effort we have made to motivate students is to organize the first Chinese Spelling Bee Competition in April. The event

was a huge success. Students from the 1t to 10" grades, heritage as well as non-heritage, participated in the competition. Students
demonstrated their enthusiasm and solid knowledge about Chinese character recognition and pronunciation. In the future, we hope
to organize more activities to promote Chinese learning from both inside and outside of classroom.

KD
*

Building a safe and nurturing community is also a priority of our school. In the fall semester, we worked with the SCSU Police

Department and successfully conducted public safety presentation and fire drill. Over this past year, the school administrative team
has worked closely with PTA and other parent volunteers to implement a series of high quality cultural and educational events, in-
cluding the Year of Monkey Spring Gala, children’s concert, college application, family education, and legal seminars. These events
have received very positive feedback from parents and teachers, and helped to promote a stronger sense of community.

o,
*

% In addition to the above internal events, this year the school has hosted a number of out-reach programs in the Greater New Haven

area to promote Chinese language and culture. We continue to collaborate with our local partners such as SCSU, Yale-China, Yale,
New Haven Library and public schools, Woodbridge Beecher Road School, and Pace University Confucius Institute. Our student
performers and teachers were invited to participate in the Lunarfest, Yale and SCSU Multicultural Event, Elm City Preparatory
School Cultural Festival, Pace University Confucius Institute Book Donation Ceremony. We hope to make greater contributions to
raise awareness and promote Chinese culture to a greater community.

After twenty years of growth, our school has developed into an educational institution and strong community that focuses not
only on teaching Chinese language and culture but also on the importance of cultivating a healthy “eco-system” for our students with
diverse background. Looking forward, as one of the largest and oldest Chinese language and culture schools in the area, we will play
a more active role in serving a greater community. In the meantime, we would also like to be a bridge between different cultures. We be-
lieve that in the Age of Globalization, Chinese language and culture are resources and power, and they will offer lifelong benefits to our

students!  <The End>
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