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Academic Year. Currently we
have a total of 555 students
from 40 towns. The number of
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Southern Connecticut Chinese
School is commited to fulfilling its
mission without discrimination
on the basis of race, religion, sex,
national origin, marital statusm,
sexual orientation of disabilities.
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(page 1: “SCCS 2015-2016 Academic year Review”) and

convenient location are the main factors to attract more stu-
dents and parents from both heritage and non-heritage background.
Needless to say, a diverse and multi-cultural environment makes our
community more vibrant, and provides a greater opportunity for our
students to broaden their horizon and open their minds. We hope that
more and more students and parents with diverse backgrounds can
join our school and enrich our community in the future.

We would like to highlight some of the priorities and accomplish-
ments of the school during the 2015-16 academic year:

+* Maintaining high teaching and learning quality has always
been the top priority of the school. This year we continue to
improve teaching quality by establishing higher standards
and offering stronger support to Chinese language teachers
through professional development, mentoring, and peer-
learning. The school provides various internal and external
training opportunities for the teachers, such as internal
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workshop, informal summer “education salons”, and re-
gional conference on Chinese language teaching (please see
more details in Provost Liang’s report).

In order to engage students to participate more actively
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learning. Our teachers have designed a number of fun and hand-on projects to allow students to apply their knowledge about China

and Chinese language and culture into these projects. The school has hosted periodical poster sessions so that students from differ-
ent grades can learn from each other. During the spring semester, we also invited guest speaker from Columbia University to discuss
with the 9% and 10" students about the history of Chinese festivals and traditional cuisines. Through these educational events, our
students are able to learn about language and culture from a more holistic perspective, which in turn can enhance their interest and
overall experience of learning Chinese.

in class, we try to incorporate culture elements such as
Chinese history, geography and philosophy into language

o,
*

Another effort we have made to motivate students is to organize the first Chinese Spelling Bee Competition in April. The event
was a huge success. Students from the 1t to 10" grades, heritage as well as non-heritage, participated in the competition. Students
demonstrated their enthusiasm and solid knowledge about Chinese character recognition and pronunciation. In the future, we hope
to organize more activities to promote Chinese learning from both inside and outside of classroom.

KD
*

Building a safe and nurturing community is also a priority of our school. In the fall semester, we worked with the SCSU Police
Department and successfully conducted public safety presentation and fire drill. Over this past year, the school administrative team
has worked closely with PTA and other parent volunteers to implement a series of high quality cultural and educational events, in-
cluding the Year of Monkey Spring Gala, children’s concert, college application, family education, and legal seminars. These events
have received very positive feedback from parents and teachers, and helped to promote a stronger sense of community.

o,
*

% In addition to the above internal events, this year the school has hosted a number of out-reach programs in the Greater New Haven
area to promote Chinese language and culture. We continue to collaborate with our local partners such as SCSU, Yale-China, Yale,
New Haven Library and public schools, Woodbridge Beecher Road School, and Pace University Confucius Institute. Our student
performers and teachers were invited to participate in the Lunarfest, Yale and SCSU Multicultural Event, Elm City Preparatory
School Cultural Festival, Pace University Confucius Institute Book Donation Ceremony. We hope to make greater contributions to
raise awareness and promote Chinese culture to a greater community.

After twenty years of growth, our school has developed into an educational institution and strong community that focuses not
only on teaching Chinese language and culture but also on the importance of cultivating a healthy “eco-system” for our students with
diverse background. Looking forward, as one of the largest and oldest Chinese language and culture schools in the area, we will play
a more active role in serving a greater community. In the meantime, we would also like to be a bridge between different cultures. We be-
lieve that in the Age of Globalization, Chinese language and culture are resources and power, and they will offer lifelong benefits to our
students!  <The End>
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My Journey to the Chinese Language

Sophia Cheng

Chinese language and culture has become important part of my life, but
the learning process has been challenging.

When | was little, I really liked to sing Chinese songs. My first Chinese
song was "My Home is on the Yellow Mountain" when I was three years
old. I then started to perform a variety of Chinese songs at age five. Later
I was introduced and slightly dragged to Chinese school. In the
beginning, it was kind of difficult but fun for me. I enjoyed learning
about the language and thought it was pretty easy. Later on, as the years
passed, I found it much harder and more time demanding, causing me to
lose love for it. Every week I was convinced by my parents to come and
I turned it more into a social event, rather than a learning experience.
However, I was then introduced into the subject of Kpop. I learned that
many of the Kpop stars had to learn multiple languages, a big one being
Chinese. This got me more motivated into learning Chinese. I tried a
little bit harder, but it was still really challenging. Overall, in Chinese
School I learned a lot of Chinese language and culture that I wouldn't
have been able to learn on my own or with a different program.

I have now realized that Chinese can be useful for so many things. This
year, my choir is going on a tour to China and will rely on me for
instructions, or direction leading across China. 1 am currently helping
my choir learn how to speak/sing Chinese songs. I will also be an M.C.
for many concerts during the trip. In addition, | have learned that being
bilingual helps me to learn other languages easier as well. For example,
reading other languages in the Romanized form is not hard to me, but it
is hard to many monolingual speakers. Another reason why Chinese is
important is because all of my relatives are Chinese, and most of them
live in China. It would be much harder to speak and communicate with
them if I didn't learn how to speak the language, and thus, I would have
a more distant relationship with them. Because of Chinese, it has let me
get closer to relatives whom I do not get to see very often.

At Chinese school, I have learned so many things. I have learned the
language, grammar, stories, history and culture. Usually in high school
or middle school, we focus on learning just language and culture in a
foreign language class. But at Chinese school, we learned stories,
legends and many of the "trendy" things in China. Chinese school helped
me learn a lot more than what a school course would provide because it's
mainly focused to Chinese kids, so they can teach at a more advanced
level.

Overall, I believe that going Chinese school is not a regretful decision,
but a highly beneficial one because of the experience that you gain with
the language, the knowledge, and the future benefits that come with it.

Michelle Cheng

My name is Michelle Cheng. This year I am sixteen years-old and a
sophomore at Amity High School in Woodbridge. I have been learning
at Chinese school for nine years. My time at Chinese school has really
shown me the importance of learning more about my culture and the
distinctiveness of the Chinese language. I have to admit that when I was
younger, | used to dread coming to Chinese school every Sunday.

However, as the years past, [ realized how much I enjoyed learning about
where | came from and communicating with others. My experiences at
Chinese school holds a very special part in my heart as I graduate, and
the memories I’ve made here is truly unforgettable. Coming every
Sunday for consecutive nine years taught me much more than just
Chinese.

Weixin Du

My name is Weixin Du. I live in Bethany, and I am sixteen years old. |
am in tenth grade in Chinese school, making it my tenth year attending
SCCS. Throughout the years, I've taken several of the extracurricular
classes at this school, including singing, drawing, oil painting, math and
SAT preparation. This year I'm attending debate class as well as the Star
Learning program, a program where experienced students can teach
Chinese to little kids from non-heritage backgrounds.

I love art, especially pencil drawing. My grandma first taught me how to
draw and color at six years old. Soon after, I started taking drawing
lessons at SCCS and continued taking them for six years. The teacher
taught me several techniques that I still use today to make my drawings
more realistic. I also fold origami as a hobby. My mom and grandma first
taught me how to fold a cranes, but now I can fold various other animals.
The paper animals are usually given as part of a gift-kind of like a card.

Since I was small, I held a special fondness for science, particularly
psychology and zoology. On sunny days, I like to spend time in my
backyard observing the animals and taking pictures. I'm also interested
in psychology, and I'm currently conducting a psychology experiment
for the science research class I'm taking which was done with help of my
mentor from Quinnipiac University. When [ grow up and start my
college years, I plan on majoring in either biology or psychology.

Kailin Guo

My name is Kailin Guo. I have learned Chinese for 5 years now, and this
is my sixth year. I started coming to SCCS in 5th grade, but skipped the
first semester of 7th grade. In my experience, Chinese is hard to learn
because the words are characters, not simple combinations of letters.
Sometimes, two very similar looking characters will have completely
different sounds and meanings. Other times, two characters that look
alike will have similar sounds, but a third one will be completely
different. Chinese is also tricky in that it has 5 different inflections, and
words that look similar might differ by just that much. Also, there are
words that, when used in different contexts, change their meaning and
pronunciation.

I like to read fantasy books, and my current favorites are Eragon and
Game of Thrones. They are both fast moving books, although they are
on the longer side. I have loved reading since second grade. My first
series was the Warriors series, written by Erin Hunter. At that point, Erin
Hunter was made up of 4 people, but now there are around a dozen
working under that pen name. The books that make up the 4 Song of Ice
and Fire series are very long, over 700 pages each. Unlike most
exceedingly long books, though, it is very fast paced, and has lots of
details packed in.
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I like Chinese School because it gave me opportunities to meet other
Chinese students from neighboring towns, not just the small community
in Cheshire.

Vince Li

Hello, everyone. My name is Vince Li. Currently, I am nearing the end
of my sophomore year at Amity Regional High School in Woodbridge.
I enjoy playing tennis, reading, and sleeping. I participate in the
computer science and creative writing clubs, and [ am also a member of
Science Olympiad.

I have attended Chinese school since first grade. Chinese school had
been an engaging learning experience for me throughout all 10 years,
and [ am extremely grateful that I have had the chance to attend. Chinese
school has provided me with an opportunity to not only learn a new
language, but to expand my cultural knowledge as well.

Jingzhao Liang

Hello, my name is Jingzhao Liang and I am a junior attending Amity
High School. In school, I enjoy studying science and history. Last year,
I took a course on US history and physics, both of which were very
interesting. I wanted to study physics and engineering in college.

I have trekked to Chinese school for almost 10 years now, and I almost
enjoyed some of it. | believe that learning and being fluent in Chinese is
an important life skill for the future.

Chinese is a wonderful language, filled with joy, culture, tradition, and
social values. I am deeply grateful to Chinese school for filling my
Sundays with laughter and the opportunity to connect with my home
country and its traditions. I really enjoyed my time here at Southern
Connecticut Chinese School.

Jenna Lu

My name is Jenna Lu. I’m a ninth grader at Amity Regional High School.
I live in Woodbridge, and I am a swimmer. I started Chinese school at
five years old, which is earlier than most people. I insisted on starting
earlier because my older sister had already started Chinese school, and I
thought it was really cool. I was very eager to begin learning so I could
be just like my sister. Now, as a tenth grader, I feel as if [ have learned a
lot about the Chinese language itself as well as Chinese culture. When
helping out in my mom’s second grade class, I reflect on my previous
experiences and envy how easy it was back then.

Justine Luo

Hello, everyone! My name is Justine. This year, I am fifteen years old
and in 10th grade. I go to Amity high school. I've been going to Chinese
school for 5 years now because I'm really interested in learning Chinese.
For that reason, I am very grateful to have the opportunity to learn
Chinese at the school. I think Chinese is a very interesting language and
it is really useful because I will be able speak to people when I am in

China. Having a Chinese background opened my perspective on the
world. I’'m not only exposed to American culture, but I am also familiar
with Chinese culture. I know about a lot of the traditions, foods and
holidays. My favorite holiday is the Chinese New Year because the
entire family is together, and we have a lot of fun making food and
watching TV. With my mom’s help, I was even able to learn how to
make some of the traditional Chinese foods such as dumplings and
noodle. I want to continue studying Chinese culture and language even
when 1 graduate the Chinese school. My favorite thing about Chinese
school is that we can learn a lot about Chinese culture and history. I find
it very interesting and I'm glad we learned about it. I am grateful to my
teachers for taking the time to teach us. I will miss the Chinese school. I
also have 2 younger siblings and they both go to Chinese school. One of
my sisters is in 6th grade, and the other one is in 5th grade.

Audrey Ruan

My name is Audrey Ruan, I am fifteen years old and a sophomore at
Lyman Hall High School in Wallingford. I have an inherent creative
steak and a penchant for both making arts and enjoying arts. For instance,
some of my favorite subjects include the creative topics of studying
different languages, science, and music. Much of the reason I have such
interests arose from my ten year attendance of the Chinese School.

Drawing has always been my favorite hobby and pastime. Whether the
desire to create manifested itself through the countless doodles in my
notebook margins, or through the numerous apps for digital art in all my
electronic devices; art was (and still is) a constant enjoyment for me. I
also create art in my high school as a member of the art club, where I'm
free to explore the diverse and captivating aspects of both two
dimensional and three dimensional art. The Chinese School has offered
me opportunities to expand my knowledge of art in its many enrichment
course subjects. Its calligraphy class combined traditional art with
cultural and vocabulary components; the painting classes introduced
different mediums through which art could be generated, and it opened
for me an amazing door into the world of art.

However, the Chinese School is more than just my creative gateway. It
taught me the many intrigues of learning languages and being able to
understand and compare multiple languages and cultures. Now, my
favorites subjects both at school and in my free time involve learning
new languages and furthering my knowledge of Chinese. I take Spanish
at school and try my hand at self-teaching Japanese. After studying
Chinese for ten years at the school, I realized how much I enjoyed the
process and decided that I would love to study languages in the future;
to the point where I hope to someday find a job that involves interacting
with many interesting cultures and vernaculars, as well. The Chinese
School's teachers and lessons have taught me more than the Chinese
culture. It has taught me about myself and has given me a glimpse into
my ideal future.

I do not believe the experiences I have had at the Chinese School will
truly come to an end after graduating it this year. [ am a firm believer in
optimism and seeing every ending as a new beginning. Thus, as I move
past being a student at the school, I will continue to be a member of the
"Star in the Future" Tutoring Club as a tutor for younger, non-heritage
students. I plan to take my passion for learning Chinese and share it with
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others, to try to help Chinese be for them what it is for me, thanks to my
own teachers.

Kevin Zhao

Hello, my name is Kevin Zhao, and [ am 15 years old, I have taken SCSU
Chinese classes for 10 years now. I live in Woodbridge, Connecticut,
where I am currently a sophomore at Amity Regional High School. In
school, I write articles for the school newspaper, and participate on the
math team and the computer science club. I actively enjoy playing the
clarinet, swimming, playing badminton and playing video games. I am
currently the principal clarinet player in the SCSU New England Youth
Symphony Orchestra, and 1 have recently gotten accepted into and
played as part of the band at the Connecticut CMEA All-State Music
Festival. In school, my favorite subjects include classes relating to math
and science. For instance, I really enjoy Chemistry classes. Although |
don’t know precisely what I want to do in the future, I’d like for my
future career to be math or science oriented. Although my many years at
SCSU Chinese school have been connected to a long and arduous
journey, 1 will always be grateful for my teachers over the course of 10
years, and I thank them for their dedication and passion for the Chinese
language and culture.

Jason Zheng

Hello, my name is Jason Zheng. I live in New Haven and attend Wilbur
Cross High school.

ok kkk

B TRIRL R, Mathematical Olympiad (E/M)

SCCS Math Olympaid Elementary and Middle School Teams are

i

awarded “Highest Achievement Team.” We are top 10%

among over 1000 teams worldwide.
N

FAFR L o ZE MRS Sophia Zhao Audrey Chung
IS A AR IR AT (FFF15—)

Lauren Ho Aaron Kaiser Charles Wang
RBGR1G#H Silver Pin
Henry Yang William Cong
Melody Cui Lauren Ji
2
LR TR Ryan Yang
NG T A AT Randy Dang
&#ERE#H (Gold Pin) Kevin Lu
REERE#H (Silver Pin) Claire Yuan

“11 -

2016 H /NEAEPGEER (YCT) Hi54 (Top 5)

1438 2.5k 3. 5KFEE 4. 9T 5. RAF

J\ELH PP HFEIFREEA 8th Grade Class 1 Award List

IR
WRY O BEE R O R OB AR M
TR
#OF OMAK PTE AL
EHM SR WA K
HRIFAFC
BAR s BEZ R OF R OB RHA

EER
Kk TR OPERUY EPEH HEM R kAR

J\EL PP 3R 244 8th Grade Class 2 Award List

P ANRFR
bASE WHEE EE CERB ERE ae

FAHBR
wEM OBk kel

FEICR
TIAE AT

NEFF L HEFREEELE 9th Grade Award List

R TR
Bo& mER OSSR ERK ERR

o LA
WRpEs Z=EE IR ERE R SATEE B R

A ECR
R FER mER KTT

St L4
ERG TR EHRE KPP FRI FREE H5EH
TEHPXHEIFREEA 10th Grade Award List

FAMTFH
PURIA AT FRREAK

SRR
W BT EEEOE ROHERN
B/NMIE A R F0E

(SR (RS
FEWr BRIA

EER
BEEEGE WAL FRRAMR ORORERN  ZRStHR



