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Nancy Yao Maasbach  is currently the 
president of the Museum of 
Chinese in America (MOCA), and 
has past experience as the 
Executive Director of the Yale-China 
Association—one of the oldest, 
non-profit institutions focused on 
building U.S.-China relations from a 
grassroots level, Managing Director 
for Corporate Programs at the 
Council on Foreign Relations, and 
Vice President, Investment Banking, 
and Director for Policy Research, 
Global Markets Institute at 
Goldman Sachs & Co. Nancy earned an AB in Diplomacy and 
World Affairs from Occidental College and an MBA in Finance 
from the Yale School of Management. She attended Hunter 
College High School in New York City where she was student 

body president.�
Nancy is a past chair of the 

Women & Girls Fund at The 
Community Foundation for 
Greater New Haven, a director of 
New Haven’s International 
Festival of Arts and Ideas, an 
elected member of the 
Woodbridge Board of Education, 
and an independent director of 
The India Fund and The Asia 
Tigers Fund. Nancy is an 
American-born Chinese raised in 
Flushing, New York. Her father is 
from Shanghai and her mother is 

from Chongqing. Nancy is the wife of Steven Maasbach and the 
mother of William (9) and Evangeline (8).
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For the last six weeks of the semester, eight students at SCCS 
are participating in an exciting pilot course on the history of the 
Chinese in America. Working in partnership with the Museum 
of Chinese in America (MOCA) in New York 
City, Yale Law Student Julia Wang is writing 
and teaching a curriculum that aims to 
enrich these students’ engagement with the 
history and cultural heritage of Chinese 
Americans. �

Each week, the course begins with a thirty-
minute discussion based on the historical 
materials that the students read or watch 
beforehand. For each discussion, one or two 
students volunteer as “leaders.” The leaders 
manage the discussion by asking analytical 
questions about the material and making 
sure that all the students are participating in the conversation. 
This discussion period is crucial in developing the students’ 
critical analysis skills, because they assume the role of the 
teacher and the historian and actively engage with the 
historical materials. The students have been incredibly 
thoughtful in their responses to the materials during the 
discussion. The discussions have also prompted many 
interesting conversations about current events, such as racism, 
immigration, and Asian American identity today. �

The student-led discussions correspond with the topic that is 
taught every week on the history of Chinese people in America. 
The lectures focus specifically on Chinese people in the broader 
context of American history. Students are often familiar with 
the general historical background of the period, but the 
lectures are designed to make them rethink the particular 
historical period and the role of Chinese people. For the pilot 
course, the syllabus is divided into six broad topics, covering 
history in the U.S. and in China. The first week examined the 
earliest Chinese people in America, in the period of the 1500s 
to the 1830s. Many of these Chinese people came as sailors, 
working on ships that traded goods between the Americas and 
Asia. The second week covered the first large wave of 
immigration to the United States after the Gold Rush. The 
students learned about the first large group of Chinese 
immigrants to the United States and what life was like for them 
as miners, railroad workers, and farmers. The third week 
examined the difficult topic of Chinese Exclusion, when anti-
Chinese sentiment led to violence and the exclusion of most 
Chinese immigrants into the United States. Week Four 
discussed how Chinese people in the U.S. resisted against 
discrimination and anti-Chinese legislation after the passage of 
the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882. In addition, they also 
learned about the “Second Generation” of Chinese Americans 

who grew up in the United States in the early 1900s and the 
effect of World War II on the lives of Chinese Americans. Week 
Five will cover the Civil Rights Movement and how Chinese 

Americans participated in the fight for 
equality against segregation and 
discrimination. The students will also 
learn about how Asian Americans 
worked together with other minorities 
to pass the Civil Rights Act and the 
Immigrant Nationality Act, which finally 
allowed Chinese (and other Asian 
immigrants) to become American 
citizens. Finally, in Week Six, the 
students will discuss the more recent 
history of Chinese immigrants to the 
U.S., which will include many of their 
own parents or grandparents. �

�
During the last week, the students will present a short research 
project they did on the life of someone they know who came to 
the U.S. as a Chinese immigrant and connect their research to 
what they learned in the course of the six weeks about the 
history of Chinese Americans. During the last class, the parents 
are invited to attend and listen to the students’ presentations. 
It will be a nice way for the parents to see what the students 
have learned in the course and how their family’s experiences 
contribute to their identity and to Chinese American history.  �
�
The pilot course will hopefully become a regular class at SCCS. 
Julia is currently working on an 8-week curriculum that will be 
used in the fall and afterward to teach students about Chinese 
American history. Currently, she is working with other Yale Law 
School students to possibly establish a program where Yale 
undergraduate and law students can teach this course regularly 
at SCCS and other Chinese schools. For the coming fall term, 
Julia plans to teach the course again, and she hopes to bring at 
least 2 or 3 other Yale Law School students to teach the course 
with her, so that the program can take 20 to 25 students. Other 
exciting opportunities that she is currently working on for the 
course include: a trip to the Museum of Chinese in America in 
New York for the course; leadership opportunities for SCCS 
participants in the pilot course; Chinese language materials for 
the students to learn more vocabulary; and a curriculum for 
parents at SCCS who are interested in this topic. Currently, the 
curriculum being developed from the pilot is designed for 8th 
to 12th grade students, but Julia is hoping to also produce a 
curriculum for parents who may want to discuss these topics 
with their children. The course so far has been a very unique 
learning opportunity for both the students and their instructor, 
and we hope to extend this opportunity to more students and 
parents next term. �




