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The first mathematical competi-
tion open to young scholars is the
Math Olympiads. Beginning with
the fourth grade, students are given
a set of five problems administered
monthly for five consecutive months
(November to March) with each problem requiring
careful thinking under time pressure. Each correct
answer scores 1 point, and at the end of the compe-
tition, accumulated scores from all five exams are
added up for a maximum possible total of 25 points
per individual. Individual awards are given based on
the number of points accumulated: the felt patch
(minimum of 8 points), the silver pin (14-18 points),
and the gold pin (19-25 points). Team awards are
given, if there is not a single 7th or 8th grader on the
team, for grade 4 (minimum of 102 points), grade
5-6 (minimum of 133 points), certificate (minimum
of 137 point), and plaque (minimum of 156 points).
If ateam has at least one 7th or 8th grader, the team
falls under a higher division and must accumulate
more points to reach the award threshold.

After the Math Olympiads, MATHCOUNTS is
exclusively a competition aimed at middle school
students and promotes competition against peers,
as opposed to a threshold. The competition begins
in the school to determine who will be participants
in the Chapter (local) competitions. Chapter compe-
titions are held between February 1 to February 28
consisting of the Sprint (40 minutes consisting of 30
problems worked on individually), Target (30
minutes consisting of 8 problems presented to
competitors in pairs), and Team Rounds (20 minutes
consisting of 10 problems that team members work
on together). The conclusion of the Chapter compe-
titions features a Countdown Round, a fast-paced,
oral competition for top-scoring individuals. The
winning team will advance to the State Competi-
tion. Additionally, the two highest-ranking
competitors not on the winning team (who may be
registered as individuals or as members of a team)
will advance to the State Competition. Winning
team and top four in State competition go on to the
National competition. All national competitors will
receive a plaque and other items in recognition of
their achievements.

The competitions do not end at middle
school. Upon entering high school, many students
join their high school Math League team to compete
against area high schools and go on to state and
nationals if successful. The structure of Math League
varies from high school to high school. However,
generally, most mathematically adept students take
the American Mathematics Competition (AMC).
AMC top performers are rewarded for their efforts
and are able to continue their endeavors by qualify-
ing to take the American Invitational Mathematics
Examination (AIME).
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Math Classes Spring 2009
Top four students
Grade 5-6 Grade 7-8
1st place: LynnLiu Richard May
2nd place: JohnHuo  Andrew Su
3rd place: Claire Zhao Jenny Liu
4th place: Bryan Zhou Douglas Wong ||
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